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JuJy 14,2021

Neil Steinberg, President and CEO
Rhode Island Foundation
One Union Station
Providence, zu 02903
Re: Infrastructure Investment in Quonset's Poft of Davisville Master Plan
Dear Mr. Steinberg,
On behalfofthe Quonset Development Corporation and the people ofthe State ofRhode Island present and future,
we respectfully submit the following proposal to the steering committee of the Rhode Island Foundation's Make it
Happen: Investingfor Rhode kland's Future initiative for your consideration.
The proposal envisions an historic investment at Quonset's Port of Davisville that will preserve existing global port
business, while positioning Rhode Islald to take advantage ofthe enormous oppofiunities for economic growth and
environmental stewardship presented by the off-shore wind industry.

World-class infrastructure, like that envisioned by this proposal, has been key to Quonset's success and our role as
Rhode Island's leading engine ofjob creation and economic development. The Quonset Business Park is home to
over 200 companies and 12,200jobs, with wages 19% higher than the Rhode Island average. We are committed to
making Quonset accessible to Rhode Island's workforce with Quonset Express, a daily free express bus selice we
sponsor with RIPTA to bring urban residents to work at Quonset and the Port. A leader in renewable energy
initiatives, 1000% ofBusiness Park operations are powered by renewable energy.
Quonset also generates $ 1.3 billion in income anaually for Rhode Island families, as well as $136 million in state
and local taxes and PILOT payments. Today, one of every six manufacturing jobs in Rhode Island is at Quonset.

This proposal will primarily build on the success at Quonset's Port of Davisville. Rl.rode Island's only public porl
and one ofNorlh America's Top l0 auto impofiers. In 2019, prior to the pandemic, the Port had 224 ship calls,
imported a record-breaking 296,706 vehicles and accounted for over 1,600jobs. Now, we need to prepare for the
off shorc rvind indusLry ol tho futule, and str,Ldies indicatc that thc i vcstrncr)t at Quonsct lvc ploposc will gcncratc
an additional 1,100 ofthesejobs at Davisville alone.

investing in the Port of Davisville Master Plan aligns with your committee's priorities. It is an inveslment that
confers benefits equitably and inclusively across Rhode Island's population and is sustainable over the long term.
is bold, creative and transfomational and will improve Rhode Island's economy and qualif of life in a
fundamental way. It will also help our state respond to the negative economic, health and social impacts ofthe

It

COVID-19 pandemic and create a better future for all.
Quonset's success is a tribute to consistent support from o[r partners in govemment and business, Rhode Island
voters and the constructive collaboration ofall concemed. It is a window into what is possible in Rhode island.
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I am pleased to subrnit this vision for Rhode Island's next chapter. I would be delighted to
about it in more depth at your convenience.

Sin

g, P.

Dire

I

95 Cripe Street, North Kingstown, R 02852

T:

(401)295-0444

F: \4O1)

268'9885

wwwquonset.com

