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Study Purpose 
and Scope 

This Airport Master Plan Update and accompanying Airport Layout Plan set 
define a concept for the development of Quonset Airport over the course of a 
20-year period (2004 – 2024). This document is prepared in concert with 
State and Federal agencies, local officials, and interested users and 
stakeholders of the airport.  
 
The primary goal of the study is to define facility needs and evaluate 
development alternatives in order to provide a useful plan for airport 
development during the 20-year planning period. The plan recommends 
improvements in accordance with specific FAA criteria, taking into 
consideration changes that have occurred in the Town of North Kingstown, 
the State of Rhode Island and the Airport since completion of the previous 
Master Plan in 1989. These changes include those that have been taking place 
within the aviation industry, including a significant shift in aviation activity, 
both within Rhode Island and at airports throughout the country, which has 
resulted in increased use of general aviation as a transportation tool for 
businesses. Additionally, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has also 
implemented changes to the Airport Design Advisory Circulars that affect the 
requirements of Airport Master Plans, Airport Layout Plans, and related 
planning documents. 
 
Proposed facilities must adhere to standards that provide for safe aviation 
facilities, while accommodating future aviation demand. This planning effort 
reviewed the last Airport Master Plan; however, due to the age of that plan 
and the significant changes seen within aviation and the State since that time, 
it is the intent of this Plan to establish a new, long-term vision for this Airport 
while addressing those changes in aviation standards, local demographics, 
and desired improvements. 
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Study Purpose 
and Scope 
(continued) 

The Airport Master Plan Update and Airport Layout Plan focus on basic 
aeronautical forecasts, need and justification for development, and a staged 
plan for recommended development. The staged plan typically looks at 0 to 5 
year, 6 - 10 year, and 11 - 20 year planning horizons. The first phase focuses 
on correcting any existing facility deficiencies or violations of standards that 
can and should be corrected quickly. Subsequent phases typically address 
features needed to accommodate predicted growth, based on reasonable 
assumptions. 
 
The main objective of this Airport Master Plan Update is to produce an 
efficient and environmentally acceptable development program for the 
Airport. This plan must also meet the goals and needs of the Town of North 
Kingstown, the State of Rhode Island, and the surrounding Airport service 
area. The plan must also satisfy federal and state guidelines for the 
development of Airport Master Plans and facilities, while incorporating 
characteristics unique to the communities that the Airport serves. Ultimately, 
this Airport Master Plan Update will provide the Rhode Island Airport 
Corporation (RIAC) with a comprehensive planning guide for the continued 
development of a safe, efficient, and environmentally compatible aviation 
facility. 
 
A visual representation of existing and future conditions is provided via the 
associated Airport Layout Plan (ALP) set, in addition to a narrative report that 
presents data in a written format. These plans will be developed in accordance 
with the FAA AC 150/5070-6B, Airport Master Plans, Appendix F, and FAA 
AC 150/5300-13, Airport Design, Changes 1 through 8. 

  
Study Goals Through coordination with RIAC and FAA, the following specific goals were 

established for this Master Plan Update. 
 
• Establish long term Airport Mission Statement 
• Define specific RIAC goals for the Airport in association with the 

Mission Statement 
• Identify Opportunities for airport development 
• Identify aeronautical resources 
• Maximize economic benefits 
• Maximize long term investment 
• Achieve balance of demand and capacity 

 
Continued on next page 



                        Quonset Airport Master Plan 

Chapter 1 – Introduction      1 - 3 

Introduction, Continued 

  
Study Goals 
(continued) 

• Ensure environmental compatibility and quality 
• Create conceptual development program 
• Create a plan that meets the transportation needs of the community thru 

2024 
• Create a Capital Improvement Program (CIP) that identifies funded 

projects, unfunded projects, priorities and potential funding sources 
• Meet FAA Safety and Security Criteria. 
• Verify Airport Market Area (forecasting) 

  
Study Structure 
& Work 
Products 

This Airport Master Plan process consists of the following six primary 
components: 
 

1. An Inventory of existing conditions 
2. Aviation Demand Projections to identify growth trends and 

changing conditions 
3. A Facility Requirements analysis to identify and quantify 

improvement needs 
4. A Development Alternatives effort to identify a recommended 

development plan to enhance safety and accommodate future growth 
and changing conditions 

5. An Environmental Overview of known environmental resources and 
land use controls to identify potential on and off-airport related 
impacts 

6. A Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) that identifies funding sources 
and project sequencing for the near term (1 to 5 years), intermediate 
term (5 to 10 years), and long term (11 to 20 years). 

 
The completion of the master planning process will result in the following 
two work products: 
 
• Airport Layout Plan (ALP) – A set of plans that graphically depicts the 

phased development of the airport. 
 
• Airport Master Plan report – The written report which technically 

justifies, through sufficiently detailed narrative descriptions and graphic 
presentation, the Airport Layout Plan. 
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Introduction, Continued 

 
Study 
Participation 

The master planning process itself is interactive.  During the course of the 
study, all interested parties have an opportunity to participate either through 
direct involvement in a Technical Advisory Committee, or through attendance 
at several Public Meetings.   
 
Specifically, the four Technical Advisory Committee meetings that were held 
at key points during the process including representatives invited from the 
following stakeholders: 
 
• Rhode Island Airport Corporation 
• Federal Aviation Administration 
• Quonset Development Corporation 
• Town of North Kingstown 
• Rhode Island Air National Guard 
• Rhode Island Army National Guard 
• Airport Neighbors 
• Local Pilots 
• Airport Management 
• Airport Tenants 
• Town of Jamestown 
 

Three advertised Public Meetings were also held at key points in the Master 
Plan process to provide information, as well as to solicit feedback from the 
general public. 
 
Additionally, relevant planning materials were made available for public use 
on the RIAC website. 
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Introduction, Continued 

 
Study Approval Both RIAC and FAA ultimately approve the Airport Layout Plan.  The 

FAA’s approval of the plan represents acceptance of the general location of 
the future facilities and improvements depicted with respect to safety, 
efficiency, and utility of the Airport.  Additional approvals and steps are 
usually necessary before a project can move forward to the construction 
phase. 

  
Study Funding 
and 
Administration 

Primary funding for this study is provided by a grant from the Federal 
Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Airport Improvement Program (AIP), 
which represents 95 percent of the study cost. The remaining 5 percent is 
funded by the Airport’s sponsor, the Rhode Island Airport Corporation 
(RIAC).   
 
RIAC was formed as a quasi-public state agency that would lease and operate 
all six of Rhode Island’s state airports (including Quonset Airport) from the 
Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) for a period of thirty 
years in an effort to both rehabilitate and develop the aviation system in a 
more efficient and effective manner.  The lease has since been extended. 
 
As the Airport sponsor responsible for the overall operation of the Airport and 
having knowledge of the surrounding environs, RIAC has provided 
significant local input to the planning study.  Planning documents are 
prepared in conformance with the requirements of FAA Advisory Circular 
(AC) 150/5300-13, Airport Design, including Changes 1 through 8. 
 
The preparation of this document was financed in part through a planning 
grant from the Federal Aviation Administration under Section 505 of the 
Airport and Airway Improvement Act of 1982, as amended. The contents do 
not in any way constitute a commitment on the part of the FAA to participate 
in any development depicted therein, nor do they indicate that the proposed 
development is environmentally acceptable in accordance with appropriate 
public laws. 
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Introduction, Continued 

  
Airport Mission 
Statement 

An effective mission statement is designed to define the core purposes and 
values of an organization or entity.  It is that organization’s unique 
description of itself; declaring its values, goals, and aspirations in order to 
ultimately define that entity’s unique sense of direction. 
 
In conformance with the Master Plan goals stated above, the following 
mission statement has been established for Quonset Airport through 
coordination with RIAC:  
 

It is the mission of the Rhode Island Airport Corporation for Quonset 
Airport to provide safe, efficient, environmentally sensitive, and 
economically self-sustaining air transportation facilities that are 
responsive to the needs of its tenants, users, business community and 
the citizens of the Town of North Kingstown and the State of Rhode 
Island. 
 

  
Airport Goals Following the establishment of the overall organizational vision through the 

aforementioned Mission Statement, RIAC has defined specific goals in order 
to measure its success in fulfilling the overall purpose of the Statement. 
 
These specific goals for Quonset Airport are listed below: 
 
• Continuing to be a safe, secure, and well-maintained facility through 

compliance with federal, state and local laws regulating the environment, 
safety, security and operation of the airport.  

• Fulfilling its reliever role within the state aviation system by working to 
be the airport of choice for corporate, business, and leisure aviation by 
providing state of the art air transportation facilities, while being a 
responsible partner of the local, state and military communities. 

• Developing and maintaining a viable center for air commerce to enhance 
trade and business for the economic development and transportation needs 
of the Town of North Kingstown and the State of Rhode Island, as well as 
to ensure that the Airport continues to be financially self-sustaining. 

• Promoting and marketing the use of air transportation facilities and 
services to assure community awareness and understanding, and to 
maximize utilization. 

• Ensuring long-term sustainability through effective airport, financial and 
community planning, development and communication efforts. 

  


